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‘Who We Are

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation is a
social impact organization that focuses on raising
joung African_leaders tion b
providing platforms and opportunities to fulfil
eirdreams. We are a communi ung
professionals with a vision to improve the qualiy of
leadership in all spheres of governance in Affica by
creating access for more. chidren to get an
cation.

Our Mission

Making dreams come true.

Our Vision

o improve the quality of leadership in Africa by
providing a_platiorm whee, less privileged and

educaton, menloring, and leacership tainingit
Bring about RBOsTive inuglite on e wOgLE

W dream of an Afica where more young peope have access toan education and the ssential 0o hat provde them

with a foundation







Inspire Scholarship
Program

Tne nspre Scholrsip provides fnancilsupport

This
e e S e
taged children have access to quality

Special Scholarship

Program
The Specal Scholrtp & martased
supports gifted students under 21 for local tertiary

SohEaton I covers. llon: BoOkS, GRSt
materals, focusing on fosering exceptionsl talent
“This program aims to empower bright young minds.
{0 oxce academically and professionaly




Mentorship/Career
Day Program

This program connects professionals with students.
to share career insights and life skills. Experts
provide guidance on career paths, workplace

h

cess, and _perso
relatable stories. The program helps students make.
informed career choices while gaining inspiration
for uture opportunities.

Special Summer
School Program

The Special Summer School Program o ers a free,
-6 weel nelectual and pracical experence for
underprivieged chiden in Nigeria

CaE B S
Tothemetics, cimcal thiking, creaive witing. and
publc speaking. It also promotes patrtsm
and nalonal valves, shapngstudentsinto
future leaders




School Build
Program

Thi program addresses the ack o nfrastrucure in
Aftican public schools by building or renovating

fesks, chairs, and improved_ventiation. Local
contractors and materials are used to support local
economies.

Lifelong Development
Program

The Lifelong Program _ensures _continuous.
development for _children supported by the
foundation. It_includes mentorship, leadership.

ides_ongoing support and
B s et




SDG GOALS

At The Special Foundation, we empower Africas young people through expanded
access to education and skills development. Operating in a region where over 70% of
the population is under 30, our programs align with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals to drive inclusive, lasting impact.
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at The Spe Ths year rea imed
‘andbelef

inevery chids polenta.
‘Across all our programs, we reached over 62,623 children and young people natiomwide. Our Special Summer School expanded
o 20+

sche fates in 155+ schoos, 98% years,
569%)

ophans
fnancial barers and keep promising eamers n school

Our mentorship e orts deepened as wel, with siuctured support provided to 560+ students. We also became the frst partner
ogramin
10 Google HQ and expanded their sense of possibilty.
‘The strengih of our ecosystem grew in 2025 as we welcomed 30+ new partners. alongside our long standing supporters,further
pec ith

Parters
for proving that progress accelerates when we move together.
Wih deep gratitude and steadfast optimism,

Seyi Alawale.






OVERALL IMPACT NUMBERS

Since our
inception in 2018

IMPACT NUMBERS

+ In 2025 alone across
all our programs.







| BT

1 Inclusive Supportfor Boys and Young Men

Breaking Gender Bariers Natiowide
Female Scholars.

56 4496 Ml Scholars
ring equiable
s
| Powered by Long Term Belevers 75+ | Community Level Transformation
oo Schlrsn Spones. and o 300+ Communities impacted
Sustaning mufi-year ecucatonal suppot for scholrs | Drivng ecucatonal progres acioss ual and uthan
natiormide. regions.

AGES Reaching Leamers at Every Stage
102 young adlts - Age Disbuton of nspire Scholrs

AGES
138 children
% <=

| Supportingthe Most Vulnerable:
803 of Our Scholars Are Orphans

Providing consistent ecication, menorstip, and siabity
where| =3




‘Growth Numbers ‘Special Summer School ‘School Build Program

2025: 620+ Children 2025: 24,500 in 14+ centers 2025: 2 Projects

GROWTH NUMBERS

Y Nl A4 A







Since o icially welcoming our first chid in 2016, the Inspire Scholarship Program has grown into a groundbreaking
Initiaive empowering children to reach their fullest potential. Open to children from all communities and cultures, and
free from discriminatory barriers, Inspire ensures access to quality education for those who need it most. The program

619 children communities, of

Partnering with 155 schools and supported by 75 sponsors, the initiative spans 300 communities across 21 States in
Nigeria. With 56% of scholars being female and 44% male, the program continues to fregse Ferite g
the northern and southern hemispheres

future for thei communites.

Scholars: 619 Male: 272  Female:346 States: 21 Schools: 155



The Special Youth Leadership Foundation successfully implemented the 2025 Special Summer School Program across
14 centres in 9 states, including Ikota, o, Ikoyi, Mafoluku, and Bariga (Lagos); Magboro and Ota (Ogun); Kuje
(Abuja); Minna (Niger); Owerri imo); Makurdi (Benue); Ikire (Osun); Zaria (Kaduna); and Irmua (Edo)

This intensive 4-6-week program o_ered practical skil-building in areas such as soap making, tailoring, coding, catering,
leadership, and entrepreneurship for children from Primary to Secondary levels. Fully funded by the Foundation and its
partners, it reached 24500 children, equipping them with lifelong skills while fostering creativity, teamwork, and
conidence.

Beyond sils, d (ransmvmlﬂg eaming
intoan dventure. Each child also th is limitless.
it e remahabi mpect 8 & TonGation program i set 0 expand even uriher, reaching 20 cenres in 2026 and
touching the lives of thousands more young leamers across the country.

Results: 14 Centers Beneficiaries : 24,500+ states: 9 States


https://youtu.be/CzNPyiVd-f8







The Mentorship Program continues to empower young leamers by providing access to guidance, skills
development, and inspiring interactions with experienced professionals. This year, students benefited
from Googles Mind the Gap program at Google HQ and hands-on mentorship sessions at Birrel

wenue Senior High School and Omar Fisal Senior High School through the Rising Minds
Initiative, gaining exposure to STEM, leadership, and practical skills.






EDUCATION OUTREACH
WITH GOOGLE

Through our partnership with Google, the Mind the Gap program gave
over 30 students the u;ﬁ:ununlly to visit Google HQ, participate in
interactive workshops, and engage with technology in meaningful way

o, program exposed sudents to inovative tools and practca
applications, broadening their understanding of careers in technology and
fostering a clture of curiosity and problem-Solving.

The collaboration also provided mentorship sessions where students
interacted with professionals, asked questions, and explored pathways to
further education and

students to embrace digital skils, think creatively, and envision careers
that were previously out of resch, aying the foundationfor fuure lesc-
in tecl

ersin



https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=KT4IU3PTGZdiyNXb&v=oXRv2SGBONQ&feature=youtu.be

MENTORSHIP WITH RISING
MINDS INITIATIVE

In partnership with the Rising Minds Initative, we delivered mentorship programs to Birrel

Avenue Senior High School and Omar Fisal Senior High School in Yaba. Students

participated in workshops, one-on-one mentoring, and _interactive sessions _that

encouraged leadership, critcal thinking, and self-confidence. These engagements helped

young learners explore their potential and gain practical guidance for personal and
jemic growth,

The program also created a platform for open discussions, where students could ask
questions, express themselves, and receive tailored advice. By combining mentorship
with skill development, the initiative equips students with the knowledge, motivation,

tools they need to Succeed, reinforcing our commitment to nurturing the next
generation of eaders



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ob1HFytBEls

| RENOVATION OF ST. FRANCIS JUNIOR
GRAMMAR SCHOOL LIBRARY

St Francis dunor Grammar Schoolaced th chalenge o imited earming spaces
and resources for its students. Recognizing the need for a dedicated hub for
feading and exploration, we embarked on the renavation and creation of the St
Francis Junior Grammar School Library, transforming it into a vibrant,
student-friendly leaming environment

The project included the installation of new furniture, bookshelves, reading
comers, and_engaging leaming materials, renovating a space that
encourages curiosity, creativity, and collaboration. Today, the. library
serves oter 850 students proviling them vith a Safe nspting, and
well-equipped atmosphere to foster learning and imagination.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm8ZZWhKoXU

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

In May 2025, we convened educators, partners, and sector leaders for our annual
Thought Leadership Summit a platiorm designed to foster _dialogue,
collaboration, and shared leaming around education access and long-term
impact.

The summit brought together diverse perspectives to examine challenges
within the_education ecosystem and explore practical, forward-looking
solutions. Through focused discussions and knowledge exchange, the
event_reinforced our commitment to_systems-level thinking and
collective action in shaping the future of learning.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M










We are excited to continue our partnership with Google through its Mind the Gap
educalion outreach program, empowering voung students 10 expicre technology and
innovation like never before. In 2025, over 30 students had the opportunity to visit Google
HQ and engage i hands-on leaiming experences, ioadening their horizons and nspiring
the next generation of leaders in tec}

our collaboration with Google continues to grow stronger, and we look forward to
deepening this partnership in the years ahead. Together, we are committed to creating
meaningful opportunities for young leamers, fostering creativity, critical thinking, and
digital skills that wil shape the future of education in Nigeria.

Google



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/n_mTY8laRhA







THE SPECIAL FO
GARDAWORLD
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We are thriled o celebrate our partnership with Cardaord and the ncredibe impat of
their 2025 support at St_Francis Junior Grammar School! Together, we renovated
classrooms and Jaunched the St Francis Library, creating & cynarmic space where 850+

ts can explore, leam, and grow. The school is now buzzing with energy, curiosity,
and inspiration, hanks to this transformaive collboration



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtBlAvvDjPQ

In partnership with Sterling One Foundation and as part of her birthday initiative, Sterling
Banks CEO, Abubakar Suleimans 10-year-old daughter, Asma, raised over 10 million for
charity and donated 12 million to support The Special Foundations work, demonstrating
the powerful role young people can play in driving social impact.

In addition, Sterling One Foundation continues to support the educational goals of under-
privileged children in Nigeria. actively sponsoring 30 students through the Inspire Scholar-
ship program, providing sustained support that enables beneficiaries to remain in school
and continue their education.




e- Episode 1| Inspire Scholarship Beneficiary- Elizabeth and Victoria Erhabor
F b«

) 007/614 Seroll for details T


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3tlPTPC05Y

Descacio partnered with the Special Youth Leadership Foundation to-provide

materials at the M d Ikoyi the 2025 Special Summer
ool By Supplying essential schoal s, they helpodl SBUCEN Star (e acaGEmIC year
prepared and confident, reinforcing the importance of access to learning resources for
every child

By addressing these fundamental needs, Descacio helped create an environment where
children could focus on growth, curiosity, and education. Their contribution reinforced the
value of partnership in equipping young learners with the tools to thrive both inside and
outside the classroom.

desca




In 2025, The Special Foundation partnered with Devex on a paid advertising feature
designed to spotlight our work and expand visibility among a global development
audience. The advertisement highlighted our mission, programs, and approach to
education access, positioning our Work within broader conversations on development and
social impact, The dia support
awarenece-building and extend the feach of education-focused tiatves
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Kuddy Cosmetics engaged children at the Makoko, Magboro, and Ota centres during the

2025 Special Summer School, providing hair care products and grooming training. The

iniiative (augh( practical hair care techniques while promoting hygiene, confidence, and
supporting holistic for young learners.

Through this collaboration, Kuddy Cosmetics helped empower young leamers with
practical skills and personal care knowledge, reinforcing the importance of wellness and
self-confidence. Their support highlights the role of partnerships in nurturing holistic
development for children across our programs




Below supported the 2025 Special Summer School by providing refreshments o keep
children ene: JAC Foods, Nigerian Botling Company
nd D E

nd engaged at s
Miller FArm: alsa contrbuted, ensuring students oy

dinks throughout the program, Their combined e orts created a mo a
nur[urmgI\Anmmmvuann nt, mmunrmngmnunpqcmmnanomm partn rfmpfm
the well-being and overal of you

all experience of




The Special Youth Leadership Foundation partnered with the Elsie Jinadu Foundation to
support 11 children through a dedicated feeding initiative designed to provide consistent,
nutritious meals. This collaboration focused on ensuring that children in vulnerable
circumstances had access to daily food support, reducing the burden on families and
creating a more stable environment for learning and well-being




The Special Youth Leadership Foundation is pleased to announce a funding partnership
it Tiniy Phoenix Charty Foundaton (0 support our nspie Scholarship Program for
2026, This collaboration will provide scholarships to 30 children, covering tuition and learn-
ing materials to ensure that young scholars can pursu their education without financial




CELEBRATING SPECIAL
MOMENTS WITH

THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION







ANTHEM
AWARDS
RECOGNITION

We are proud to share that The Special
Youth Leadership Foundation was
selected from over 10,000 applications
to receive a scholarshlp 10 pamcvpa(e
in the Anthem Awards,
on'to win both he. Gold Award and
the Community Voice Award. This
achievement reflects the ~collective
e ort of our partners, volunteers, team
members, and communities  who
continue 10 belleve n the- pover
access,  opportunity,  and
Selaboraton



GLOBAL
RECOGNITION
AWARDS

We are thriled to announce that both The
Special Foundation and our _founder
Seyi Akinwale, were honored at the Global
Recognition Awards, celebrating outstanding
leadership and social impact. This recognition
highlights the dedication, vision, and
transformative work that have positioned the
Foundation as a leader in advancing
education and youth development across

The Global Recognition A iduals and organizations driv

change on a global scale. This dual honor not only celebrates our achi

underscores the power of partnership, community, and relentless commitment to empow
ung minds. It i a testament to what can be accomplished when vision mests action.






IFEOMA OKPALA AINAS
CELEBRATING WITH PURPOSE DRIVE

In 2025, lfeoma Okpala Aina marked her birthday by launching the Celebrating with
Purpose drive in support of The Special Foundation. The initiative was designed to trans-
form a personal milestone into a collective act of giving, with a focus on keeping children
in school

The drive set a fundraising goal of 15000000, aimed at supporting access to education
and ensuring continuity of learing for children from underserved communities. Through
thise ort, 6,509,410 was raised in support of our Inspire Scholarship program.




VOLUNTEERS HIGHLIGHT

Our volunteers play a vital role in bringing learning, care, and community to lfe across our
programs. At the Ikoyi centre, Mrs. Popoola created moments of joy and connection by
bringing toys and games and engaging children alongside her own. At the Mafoluku
centre, Mrs. Demuren taught, played, and learned with the children, supported by her own
children, who also joined in teaching and activities.

At the Kuje centre, volunteers Hauwa and Miwa led sessions on public speaking and
storytelling, helping young stewards build confidence and find their voices. Beyond
physical spaces, our volunteer WhatsApp community provides year-round support
through coordination, idea-sharing, and collective problem-solving, strengthening our
work across programs,

We also celebrate partners who extend opportunities beyond volunteering Through one
such partnership, John, a Special Summer School alumnus, completed a two-week
internship at_Sapphire Nigeria Limited, demonstrating how volunteer and-partner
engagement can open real-world pathways for young people.



YOUNG VOLUNTEERS HIGHLIGHT

Young volunteers brought energy, leadership, and generosity to the Special Summer
School across centres in Ikoyi. [kota. and Mafoluku. We give Special recognition to the
teenagers from Rockstars at Kindness, who painted two classrooms at the Ikota center.

We also celebrate young leaders such as Toriola Banjoko, who taught French at Hope
Primary School, and Ayomide Babatunde-Dada, who supported mathematics lessons and
Ted games during the regular school term. During the Special Summer School, Eziolachi
nusim, co-founder of Rockstars at Kindness, and Amal Abdusalam (@amalartf)
facilitated art sessions that encouraged creativity and self-expression. Together, their
contributions highlight the powerful role young people play in driving impact



Andrew Demuren Mojola Akinwale Temitoukpe Erewa-Meggison
Naim | Saba ‘Tobechukwu Idoko

Amal Abdulsalam Nimi Popoola Temitade Popoola
Ayomide Babatunde-Dada | Nabil Abdulsalam Toriola Banjoko
Eziolachi Anusim Olufayohan Famuyide Rayyan O, Saba
Chilemam Anusim Olufoyehan Famuyide

Mofeoluwa Akinwale Oluwapelumi Mary Adeoye




GIVING TUESDAY CAMPAIGN
AND FESTIVAL

As part of Giving Tuesday, we launched the Giving Tuesday Giving Circle campaign, raising
over 4 million toward our 10 million target. These contributions directly support
scholarships and mentorship programs, demonstrating how collective generosity can
transform lives and strengthen communities.

The Special Youth Leadership Foundation participated in the 2025 Giving Tuesday Festival,
hosted by Giving Tuesday Nigeria, reaching over 450 children through workshops,
interactive programs, and community engagement. The festival highlighted our work
strengthened connections with supporters, and celebrated the spirit of giving that drives
meaningful change.






THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
SUMMIT, MAY

In May 2025, we convened educators, partners, and
sector leaders at our Thought Leadership Summit
to engage in critical conversations on the future of
education. The summit provided a_platiorm for
collaboration, shared leamning, and _collective
problem-solving focused on long-term- educational
impact.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M

DESTINY & HELEN: A
MILESTONE MOMENT

tiny and Helen both beneficiaries of our
y school education

lary "school. Their
an important  acader
the impact of con:

ime.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2y-SWYtcU0&feature=youtu.be

GUINNESS WORLD
RECORD RADIO MARATHON

FEATURED GUES

Lead was featured as a guest on
hour radio talk show mer ted by
oDmm during which he broke the G

Record for the i g

how,. The appe: contributed
conversations on youth Gevalopment. educa

Social impact, ampliying. the work of The Sps-ua
Foundation




INTHE NEWS

2025, our work was featured across television and media platforms, helping to expand
vlslblh!y around our programs and the communities we serve

HOPE PRIMARY SCHOOL ON EYEWITNESS REPORT

TVC WAKE UP SHOW

A national television appearance spotlighting our work and amplifying conversations around
access to qualty education

KALEIDOSCOPE WITH SEYI AKINWALE
our approach to educati ling, and long-term impact.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BXHs5Osrr1M&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPqkUbtlnRU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFWIoaaesOE&feature=youtu.be




Thought Leadership Sumit - Q2 of 2026

impactful work with leaders, stakeholders, and diplomats, and aiso express our gratitude to
our incredible partners and volunteers. Details of this event will be communicated soon.

The Thought Leadership Sumit provides an opportuniy forthe oundation (o share s
o



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayHUfvkLI_M&feature=youtu.be

. Overall impact:
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THE SPECIAL FOUNDATION FAMILY

Seyi Akinwale 1 Chukwuma Nwanze ¢ Damilola Akinwale
Founder c Co-Founder

o-Founder

~ TEAM MEMBERS

sz [ rnsoon o

Dinchilpa Tomi Popoola ‘Adesuva Nosakhare



AMBASSADORS

Akindeji Oyebode Ifeoma Okpala Aina
Pttt o R
Wole Coker Nnenna Irebisi- Okoli
== bninadsnsnat
Abimbola Ayinde lieoma Anyigbo

ket h it

Akinbamidele Akintola
[

Funlola Adegoke

Chizoba Okpala Atsu
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INSPIRE SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS
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CORPORATE PARTNERS



VOLUNTEERS







ACCOUNT DETAILS

Be the change! Your donation to The Special Foundation makes a lasting impact. Join us in
creating a more inclusive world where every child, irrespective of their background, has

access to quality education.

‘OR MAKE AN OFFLINE DONATION WITH THE DETAILS BELOW,
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https://www.thespecialfoundation.org/donate

THANKYOU

CONTACT US

0+234 906 3444 444

@ e o


https://www.thespecialfoundation.org/who-we-are



